« On the Ethno-Social Background of four Gholam Families from Georgia ». Studia Iranica 32, (2003), pp. 243-78. by Werner, Christoph
 Abstracta Iranica
Revue bibliographique pour le domaine irano-aryen 
Volume 26 | 2005
Comptes rendus des publications de 2003
« On the Ethno-Social Background of four Gholam
Families from Georgia ». Studia Iranica 32, (2003),
pp. 243-78.
Christoph Werner
Édition électronique
URL : http://journals.openedition.org/abstractairanica/2759
ISSN : 1961-960X
Éditeur :
CNRS (UMR 7528 Mondes iraniens et indiens), Éditions de l’IFRI
Édition imprimée
Date de publication : 15 mai 2005
ISSN : 0240-8910
 
Référence électronique
Christoph Werner, « « On the Ethno-Social Background of four Gholam Families from Georgia ». Studia
Iranica 32, (2003), pp. 243-78. », Abstracta Iranica [En ligne], Volume 26 | 2005, document 231, mis en
ligne le 08 décembre 2005, consulté le 22 avril 2019. URL : http://journals.openedition.org/
abstractairanica/2759 
Ce document a été généré automatiquement le 22 avril 2019.
Tous droits réservés
« On the Ethno-Social Background of
four Gholam Families from Georgia ». 
Studia Iranica 32, (2003), pp. 243-78.
Christoph Werner
1 A superb piece of  research,  this  article  tackles  several  interconnected questions:  the
character of the Safavid ġolām system and its fundamental difference to the military slave
systems  of  the  Mamluks,  the  family  ties  among  prominent  ġolām individuals,  and
especially  their  continuing  ties  to  their  country  of  origin,  Georgia.  Following  the
biographies  of  four  families  from the nobility  of  Kartli (Georgian kingdom),  it  offers
fascinating insights into the characteristics of late Safavid society and the reasons for its
stability,  and  thus  is  another  step  forward  in  the  revision  of  the  simplistic  decline
paradigm in the later Safavid era. The article convinces through careful argumentation
and very humble conclusions. One could go much further and raise the question whether
at all it is correct to regard ġolāms as slaves or slave soldiers? This article is an absolute
must to read and opens up new perspectives in the field of Safavid studies.
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